Covid 19
Information to Parents
18 March 2019.

Dear Parents/Caregivers,
As the Covid 19 virus creeps closer to us, it is timely to update you on our actions at this point.
We continue to have improved hygiene/infection control processes ….
-

encouraging students and staff to use thorough hand washing and drying procedures, regularly during
the school day.
Cough into elbows / tissues
Dispose of tissues immediately after using.

We are sanitising hard surfaces in the classrooms, bathrooms and doorknobs with anti-bacterial cleaners
each day, during school clean-up time.
There has been a lot of speculation about school closures. At this point, the Ministry of Education and
Health will only close a school if they have a person(s) tested positive for the virus. It will be closed for 48
hours to ensure all contacts have been contacted, and tested, if required. School will then be re-opened.
This is a fast changing situation so we must just keep up-to-date with the latest information from the
Ministry of Health.
Finally, please ensure that if your child is unwell, they are kept at home until they are well. Staff have
been advised to do the same.
I am also attaching the latest information from the Secretary of Education and the Ministry of Health.
You will be aware the Ministry of Health’s Director-General has confirmed a case of COVID-19 in a Dunedin school
following a student testing positive for coronavirus.
On advice from the Southern District Health Board the school will now remain closed until Tuesday (Monday being
Otago Anniversary Day). Close contacts have been identified and are being tested for the virus. The letter to the
community from SDHB provides further information
The Ministries of Education and Health are working closely with Public Health services in Dunedin and the school
leadership to help minimise disruption, progress contact tracing and reduce the possibility of spread.
Reminder – schools remain open
At this stage, we are not expecting widespread school closures. We are planning for temporary closures, like what is
happening at Logan Park School but as the World Health Organisation has confirmed, the risk to children remains low
and parents should continue to send their kids to schools and early learning centres.
Consequently any decisions about school closures will be made on a case by case basis. In the meantime, unless
students are unwell themselves, then parents should keep sending them to schools and early learning centres as
these environments continue to be safe and the best place for them to continue their learning.
Talking to children and young people about COVID-19
Given the rise in the number of reported cases, there may be children or young people in your life who experience

distress. As a trusted adult, you can help reassure and educate them about COVID-19 – it can be good to talk to them
now, so they can understand the illness and be reassured.
A useful resource for parents, caregivers, whānau and teachers talking about the virus with children and young
people can be found here
This can also be downloaded as an information sheet.
Up-to-date information and advice
A reminder that information and advice for students, whānau and the education sector is available here
While the website is being regularly updated with education-related content, the Ministry of Health is the
Government agency leading the response to COVID-19
If you have any further questions please contact the school.
Thank you for your help
Joanne Synge

